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Introduction

Many years ago I began a research in the Archivio di Stato di Firenze (ASFI) on the production of playing cards in the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. Unfortunately, the data that I could find were too scattered and I was not able to obtain a coherent framework: for some years there were more data than necessary, followed by long intervals with no data at all. It thus happened that this research was interrupted before it could provide useful results for any interested people.
Now, I have somewhat changed my mind and am satisfied with even small pieces of information, in the hope that the readers will then be able to build a reasonable reconstruction of the actual situation by themselves. A note of this kind can already be found here, for the years 1839 and 1841. (1) Let us go on, with some interesting data for the year 1791.

The register

The book that I have examined is a large format one, which consists of several yearly registers bound together and also some parts loosely inserted. (2) My description here is only derived from the first register, corresponding to the year 1791, a documented report compiled at the end of the year.
In particular, I found there two lists of special interest; there are more of them, involving employees and their salaries, and similar matters, which I have neglected here. Further data can be found in the following registers of the book, with records up to 1807, especially devoted to stamped paper.

Cardmakers and production

The first useful list is that of cardmakers, who were active at the time, including the amount of cards that they produced. Unfortunately, the production of the various kinds of playing cards is not recorded here, but only the total money amount paid as stamp duty. Of course, this amount is directly related to the packs produced, or better to the dozen packs produced.
There were at the time five different kinds of cards admitted: Piccole, Complete, da Picchetto, Basse, Minchiate. For taxation, these five types were put together into two groups, one charged at 4 L. for a dozen packs, the other group at 8 L. The only direct information on the amount of cards produced can be read here as 1086 dozen and 3003 and 5/12 dozen packs for the two groups (supposedly, the former with Piccole and Complete, the latter with the three remaining kinds).

	

1791

Bollo di 1086 dozzine a 4 L.
e 3003 5/12 dozzine a 8 L.

	Lorenzo TANINI
	13276

	Pietro MOLINELLI
	4926.13.4

	Emanuel SACERDOTE
	1918

	Gaetano CAMBIAGI
	452

	Niccolo CANONICI
	494.13.4

	Domenico FALUGI
	5652

	Giuseppe LANDI
	1592

	Giacomo Antonio ZOIA
	58

	Gregorio BIANCHI
	2

	
	

	Total
	L.28371 s.6 d.8




The total production of 1791 was near to fifty thousand packs on the whole. Of course, the relative contribution of the various makers can only be compared in a rough way: if a maker was specialised in packs taxed at 4 L. and another in packs taxed at 8 L., the same money value in the list could correspond to twice as many packs produced by the former. 
In conclusion, we get the nine names of the makers active at the time and a rough classification of their relative contribution to the whole production. Should this be useful, it will not be too difficult to find further data on the individual productions of these makers for years close to this one. What I had never seen is, on the contrary, the information of the following table, of a different kind.

The distribution within the country

Here we actually get the opportunity to follow the destination of the packs produced in Florence. As for the places recorded, they correspond to towns where the administration had established a network of local bases for card trade. (By the way, two of them − Rocca S. Casciano and San Piero in Bagno − do no longer belong to Tuscany.)
Personally, I had no idea how the playing cards could be distributed among the various channels that had been established on the way to the minor towns of the country. Here we get that idea. Of course, we have to study it in a realistic way, owing to the fact that it only corresponds to a single year: it is possible that in a place where many dozen packs are recorded to have been sold in 1791, no pack at all were sold in the previous year, or in the following one.
However, we can now see how the various packs were used in Florence and far from the chief town. Of particular interest is to check the relative contribution of Minchiate to the total of playing cards: a quantity of about 10 per cent is probably more than we had expected for this time, relatively late for this traditional game.
One may note that there is a discrepancy between the packs produced in Florence and those sold in Tuscany in the same year (49133 to 33960, if I am right). An exact correspondence could not be expected, and we have no detail about how many packs were exported (or imported, as we know for instance for some Minchiate coming from Bologna), but I would have imagined a smaller difference.
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Vendita fatta nell’anno decorso a tutto Dicembre 1791 [Sales, in dozen packs]


	
	
	
	
	

	[PLACE]
	PICCOLE e COMPLETE
	PICCHETTO e BASSE 
	MINCHIATE
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	

	FIRENZE *
	347
	1139
	174
	1660

	AREZZO
	-
	25
	3
	28

	FIRENZUOLA
	-
	12
	7
	19

	LIVORNO
	-
	435
	20
	455

	MARRADI
	39
	-
	2
	41

	MONTEPULCIANO
	-
	40
	8
	48

	PALAZZUOLO
	-
	1
	-
	1

	PESCIA
	7
	67
	6
	80

	PISA
	-
	4
	-
	4

	PISTOIA
	-
	18
	3
	21

	BIENTINA
	27
	14
	10
	51

	POPPI
	-
	27
	3
	30

	ROCCA S. CASCIANO
	48
	37
	20
	105

	SANSEPOLCRO
	-
	54
	1
	55

	SAN PIERO IN BAGNO
	21
	1
	-
	22

	SIENA
	-
	114
	-
	114

	VOLTERRA
	-
	85
	11
	96

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	489
	2073
	268
	2830

	PERCENT
	17,28
	73,25
	9,47
	100



* e compresi gli scarti dei magazzini foranei: in the values for Florence are included some packs discarded from other places.

Conclusion

I have reported new information on the production and sale of playing cards in Tuscany in the year 1791. We learn in particular that the amount of Minchiate sold in 1791 was about 10% of the total packs, and that about one third of them were sold far from the chief town. Whereas further data on card production can be found in the public registers of the time, information on the distribution of the packs through the country, as provided here, is very hard to discover in the archives. 

Notes

(1) http://trionfi.com/playing-cards-florence-1840
(2) ASFI, Ufficio del bollo e marchio di Firenze, 16.


